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H
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d
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6
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1
5

3
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6
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 teoria d

a 
gravitação d

es
envolvid

a por s
eu am

igo 
Is
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ew

ton (ve
r t

u
im

p
2

) tornou
pos

s
í-

vel explicar o reaparecim
ento

d
o com

e-
ta e tam

bém
 calcular q

uand
o ocorreria 

a próxim
a aparição. H

alley fez os
cálcu-

los
 e d

es
cobriu q

ue s
eria em
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7

5
8

. O
 

com
eta apareceu em

 1
7

5
9
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o nom

e d
a H
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oium
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e

s
uces
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o para a teoria

d
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d
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m
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u
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p
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d
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s
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ervató-
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 d
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 c
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R
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c
e

o
. 

C
o

m
e

t
a

 
6

7
P

-C
G

 
fo

t
o

g
ra

fa
d

o
 

p
e

la
 s

o
n

d
a

 
e

u
ro

p
é

ia
 

R
o

s
e

t
t

a
. 

C
o

m
e

t
a

s
, a

 m
e

m
ó

r
ia

 d
o

 S
o

l

9

E
m

 1
9

8
2

, M
ayo

 G
reenberg p
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s
q

ue 
o

s
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m
etas
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o

s
 d

e poeira 
interes

telar q
ue não

 fo
ram

 
incorporad

os aos planetas quand
o eles 
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aram
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s

 co
m

etas
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anece-
ram

 nas
 regiões

 m
ais
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o

tas
 e frias

 
d

o
 s
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tem

a s
o

lar e, po
rtanto, teriam

 
retid

o
 a co

m
po

s
ição
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uím

ica d
a nuvem

 
m

o
lecular na qual o
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o

l fo
i fo

rm
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A
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posição quím

ica do gelo com
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r t

u
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p
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e d

ireta (ve
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á
g
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a
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p

o
s

t
a
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Á
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m
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 d
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d
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 m
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D
es

d
e os

 tem
pos

 rem
otos

, as
 

pes
s

oas
eram

cativad
as

 pelo
aparecim

ento
d

e es
trelas

 incom
uns

, 
nebulos

as
frágeis

 com
 cabelos

 loiros
, 

tão d
iferentes

 d
os

 pontos
 d

e luz que 
s

ão
as

 es
trelas

ou os
 planetas

. A
o 

contrário d
as

 es
trelas

, que têm
 

pos
ições

 relativas
 im

utáveis
, e d

os
 

planetas
, cuja reaparição no céu é 

regular, o aparecim
ento d

e com
etas

era
com

pletam
ente ines

perad
o -até o 

s
éculo X

V
II, com

o verem
os

. 
S

eria
por is

s
o que os

 com
etas

 em
 

algum
as

 culturas
eram

as
s

ociad
os

 a 
d

ivind
ad

es
m

alignas
 ou m

aus
pres

s
á-

gios
? O

 aparecim
ento d

e com
etas

 no 
céu era freqüentem

ente s
eguid

o por 
um

a chuva d
e m

eteoros
, o que 

aum
entava o s

eu caráter as
s

us
tad

or. 
M

es
m

o no s
éculo XX, a aproxim

ação
d

e 
com

etas
caus

ou
tem

ores
 irracionais

.
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 c
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